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2016 Viña Ulises - Gutiérrez de la Vega (Alicante)                                                                        
The 2016 Viña Ulises from Gutiérrez de la Vega is composed of a blend of sixty percent Giró 
and forty percent Monastrell. The wine is impressively low in octane for this region, coming in at 
13.5 percent alcohol and delivers a fine bouquet of dark berries, black cherries, dark soil tones, a 
touch of Monastrell’s autumnal leafiness, charred wood and espresso. On the palate the wine is 
pure, full-bodied and very soil-driven in personality (particularly for Alicante!), with a fine core, 
moderate, well-integrated tannins and impressive length and grip on the complex, tangy and 
quite light on its feet finish. Fine juice that is going to blossom beautifully with some aging, but 
is already very easy on the palate! This wine is named in tribute to James Joyce. 2017- 2035. 
91+.  
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2010 Rojo y Negro- Gutiérrez de la Vega (Alicante)                                                                   
The 2010 Rojo y Negro from Gutiérrez de la Vega in a single varietal bottling of Giró 
(Garnacha) made from forty year-old vines. This wine is also raised in one-third new French 
casks for fourteen months prior to bottling, as is the Principe de Salinas cuvée. The 2010 Rojo y 
Negro is a touch lower in octane than the above wine, coming in at 13.5 percent alcohol and 
offers up a fine nose of black raspberries, garrigue, a touch of chocolate, roasted meats, a fine 
base of salty soil tones and a touch of licorice in the upper register. On the palate the wine is 
deep, full-bodied and complex, with plenty of depth and muscle, ripe tannins and fine length and 
grip on the roasted finish. This is classically Alicante in style and very, very well done in the 
traditionally more powerful style of the region. Fine juice. 2017-2035+. 90.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 Imagine- Gutiérrez de la Vega (Alicante)                                                                                       
The 2012 Imagine cuvée (dedicated to John Lennon) from Gutiérrez de la Vega is… Giró and 
comes in at an even fourteen percent alcohol, which is not too bad at all for the very warm region 
of Alicante. The bouquet of the 2012 is deep and complex, wafting from the glass in a fine blend 
of black cherries, chicory, a lovely base of soil, dried black raspberries, a touch of garrigue and a 
topnote of cola. On the palate the wine is deep, full- bodied, ripe and beautifully balanced, with a 
fine core, lovely soil signature, moderate tannins and a long, complex and gently chewy finish. 
Even at five years of age this wine is still a bit on the young side and needs another three or four 
years in the cellar to fully blossom, but it will be an excellent wine when it is ready to drink! 
2020-2045. 91+.  
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2013 “Casta Diva Cosecha Miel”- Gutiérrez de la Vega (Alicante)                                                  
The 2013 Moscatel Dulce “Casta Diva Cosecha Miel” from Gutiérrez de la Vega is barrel 
fermented in French casks and aged for thirteen months prior to bottling, so it does not see 
anywhere near the same aging as the 2002 solera version below. Nevertheless, this is a lovely 
wine, jumping from the glass in a vibrant blend of apricot, nectarine, honey, orange peel and soil 
tones. On the palate the wine is medium-full, bright and beautifully balanced, with lovely acids 
to carry the sweetness here, fine focus and a very long, impressively light on its feet and bouncy 
finish. This is a beautiful wine! 2017-2035. 92+.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2002 “Casta Diva Reserva Real”- Gutiérrez de la Vega (Alicante)                                           
The Moscatel Dulce from Gutiérrez de la Vega is made in a solera system and was aged for nine 
years in barrel prior to bottling. The 2002 version is a beautiful golden orange color and offers up 
a complex bouquet of marinated orange peel, apricot, incipient tea leaves, a touch of cigar 
wrapper, lavender and honey. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied, crisp and beautifully 
balanced, with a fine core, bright acids and outstanding length and grip on the very complex and 
zesty finish. This is fourteen percent octane, but carries it very well indeed. Very hard juice to 
spit! 2017-2035. 93.� 
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1987 “Recóndita Armonía”- Gutiérrez de la Vega (Alicante)                                                       
The 1987 “Recóndita Armonía” from Gutiérrez de la Vega is an absolutely brilliant wine, 
offering up a deep, spicy and complex nose of sultana raisins, candied orange peel, an exotic 
note of fresh peppermint, lovely soil tones, a touch of lavender, dried eucalyptus and barley 
sugar. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied, sweet and beautifully balanced, with 
bottomless depth at the core, really good acids for its fourteen percent octane, exquisite balance 
and focus and a very, very long and complex finish. This is like an old Port in some aspects 
(though it is not fortified), but with all these exotic spice tones soaring from the glass in a 
completely unique and captivating style. No wonder Felipe Gutiérrez de la Vega is a legend in 
Alicante for his dessert wines! 2017-2040. 95.  


